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Missing Ivy
by Rebecca Ryland

CHARACTERS
2 Young Women

IVY: 4 young woman left behind in a multi-level office building when her department
was purged months earlier.

ALICE: 4 Generation Z-type Alice in Wonderland who wanders into the building

APPROXIMATE PLAYING TIME
18 Minutes

SETTING

A desk and a desk chair in an otherwise empty office-- except for a single ivy plant that has
seen better days and a box on top the desk full of weather reports.



(Nervously)

Yes, yes. Coming. Coming.

What are you doing?!

Oh, yes, yes. No. I’m sorry.

What are you doing?!

Sorry. Right!

Stop!
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Missing vy
by Rebecca Ryland

AT RISE:

VY

ALICE

IVY

1A

ALICE

A frazzled-looking IVY, alone in the room,
pulls a chair back from the desk, steps
onto the chair and then onto the desk.
She considers jumping off the desk, then
reconsiders. VY steps back onto the
chair and onto the floor. She pushes the
chair back in, then pulls it out. Once
again, she steps onto the chair, then onto
her desk. She is about to jump when there
is a knock on the door (Off). IVY quickly
steps back onto her chair, takes off her
sweater and places it over the IVY plant.
There is another knock. 1VY panics. She
places the plant under her desk and
pushes in the chair. Another knock.

1VY exits momentarily. She re-enters
pushing a woman, ALICE, into the room.
ALICE, confused, bumps into the desk.

ALICE turns towards 1VY.

1VY grabs ALICE by the arm and pulls
her towards the door. ALICE manages to
pull herself free.
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1IVY confused, looks at ALICE.

vy
Stop?
ALICE
Yes, stop!
vy
(Simply)
Okay.

IVY crosses to the desk, pulls out the

chair, carries it around the desk and
invites ALICE to sit.

IVY
Please, have a seat.

ALICE looks cautiously but curiously at
1VY She takes a seat while IVY crosses
back to the desk, crawls on top and sits
with her legs crossed, looking at ALICE.

IVY, Continued

(To herself)
Start with “Who”. (To ALICE) Name, please?
ALICE
Name?
VY
Name!
ALICE

I think you should tell me who you are first.

vy
(Insistent)
Name.
ALICE
Alice.
vy

Alice who?
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ALICE
Alice... Just Alice.
VY
(1o herself)
“What” next. (Sweetly) Well, Just Alice, what can I do for you today?
ALICE
I have a question.
vy
Oh, we don’t ask questions here.
ALICE

The sign on the door says “Information, Please Knock™.

vy
Yes, I can provide you with necessary information.

ALICE
Oh, well, good. I'm wondering where the door is to—

IVY
(Sing-songy)
Who, What, Where... “Where” is next!
ALICE
Yes. Where is—
IVYy
“Where” --- That’s right.
ALICE
Right...
IVYy

Right information and necessary information are not one in the same.

ALICE
(Facetiously)
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So, let’s start with the right question and then perhaps you can provide the necessary

information.

IVY

(Crawling off the desk, circling ALICE; becomes dark/threatening)

I’ll ask the questions here.
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ALICE
What?
VY
We’re past What. Why are you here?
ALICE
Why are you here?
VY
That’s none of your concern.
ALICE

Perhaps not. But I should just as well ask, “Why is anyone here?”

IVY
Why is anyone anywhere?

ALICE
True. But let’s agree, by virtue of the sign on the door, 7/ might expect to get an answer.

IVY
And by virtue of the sign on the door, / provide the necessary information.

IVY crosses to the box on the
desk. She begins to rifle through
the papers inside the box.

ALICE
(X to Ivy, looks over her shoulder)
What are you doing?
VY
Looking for the necessary information.
ALICE
Yes, but I haven’t asked the question yet.
VY

(Sweetly,; choosing a paper)
Here it is! (Holds up paper)

1IVY hands the paper to ALICE.

ALICE
(Reading)
Weather report for Monday. Chance of light snow. Wind out of the northwest at...Excuse me,
miss, miss—
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vy
No, yes, no. Yes, Ivy. I'm Ivy

ALICE
Well, Ivy, this information has absolutely no relevance to my question.

vy
Wrong day? (Points at box) Help yourself.

ALICE
Curiouser and curiouser.

ALICE crosses to the box of papers and
begins looking through them as IVY sits
on the chair, takes off her shoes and puts
them on the opposite foot.

ALICE
(Speaking aloud as she looks at each page)
Tuesday Weather Report, chance of snow. Wednesday Weather Report, chance of snow.
Thursday Weather Report, chance of... (Looks up, throws papers into box) There’s nothing
here except weather reports.

VY
That’s all the information I have.

ALICE
Yes, but is that all you know? Information is available everywhere these days.

IVY
Yes, but not the necessary information.

ALICE
Or the right information for that matter. Don’t you have a computer?

IVY
Oh, no. Of course not. They took them all away. (Standing; Frightened) Do you have a
computer?

ALICE
Of course.
IVY
Where?
ALICE

Well, not on me. Except for this. (Pulls out cell phone)
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(Grabbing the phone)
Oh, yes. No! Throw it away! Now!

(Grabs it back)
Not happening.

(Starts to cry)
Why do you get one and I don’t?

Why?

(Abruptly stops crying)
We covered Why. When is next.

When what?

When did you get it?

I don’t recall exactly. Is it important?

(Announcing)

IVY

ALICE

IVY

ALICE

VY

ALICE

IVY

ALICE

IvVYy
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Attention! All Departments. As of today, no electronic devices permitted, personal or

otherwise. No exceptions. Employees in violation will be escorted from the facility

immediately and fired without cause.

That hardly seems fair.

What is fair?

ALICE

IVY

ALICE

I haven’t the faintest idea. I thought I knew before I knocked on that door, but I’m not sure

anymore.

ALICE

(Referencing the cell phone)

Give it to me!
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ALICE
No! (Laughing) But I’ll show you how to play hearts. I play it every day from ten till two
before my afternoon tea.

vy
Is this a game to you?

ALICE

(Stops)
I don’t think so. But maybe? (Laughs again) Where are the hidden cameras?

IVY
Hidden cameras! They promised no surveillance!

ALICE
Not surveillance—Cameras! Like TV cameras? A reality show? Are you making a TikTok
video?

VY
They banned TikTok.
ALICE
Never happened.
VY
Really?
ALICE
Don’t get out much, do you?
VY

I tried once. Maybe twice. Probably once or twice. Stopped by security.

ALICE
Security? I didn’t see any security at all. Walked right in. I was sitting drinking tea during
my afternoon break outside the little café down the street, and wouldn’t you know it? It
closed! While I was sitting there. Drinking tea. And that tea just wanted to go right through
me as tea does, you know.

VY
No, I don’t know.

ALICE
(Irritated at the interruption of her story)
Well, it does. Then I noticed the sign on the building across the street said “US Department of
Interior” and thought to myself “With a name like that there must be something inside.” But
no one was at the security desk, or anyone anywhere at all, really. So, I wandered down the
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ALICE, Continued
hall trying door after door, but they were all locked. Then I saw the note on your door. So I
knocked. I thought I might ask where I might find—

vy
Find what? Where? I didn’t take it. It was here when I got here!

ALICE
I’'m not accusing you of anything. I didn’t realize (Knocks on IVY's head) no one was home
when I knocked. I feel as if I’ve fallen down some sort of rabbit hole. So many people have
these days, you know.

IVY
No, I don’t know.

ALICE
(Thinking out loud)
So this isn’t a reality show, and you’re not making a TikTok video... And it’s definitely not an
information center—

IVY
I have necessary information—
ALICE
Whatever that means
10'A'

I asked why I was put in this room and I was told I would be given the necessary information
when the time came. A box appeared outside the door. That box you see there. I assumed it
was the necessary information I needed to do my job. The sign on the door said “Information,
Please Knock.” What would you think?

ALICE
That I should probably leave.

IVY
My thought as well. But security wouldn’t let me.

ALICE
Perhaps you might try again.

VY
(Holds up hands/fingers as if counting)
Twenty-three. I tried twenty-three times. Twenty-four.

ALICE
I see.
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vy
I forget. I rely on the weather report to count the days.

ALICE
And someone brings you a new box each day?

vy
No. (Looks at Box) It does become redundant at times.

ALICE
No doubt.

IVY x to desk and begins crawling on top.

VY
I considered jumping off the roof but the door to the roof is locked. (Standing on top of desk)
Windows don’t open. The desk isn’t high enough.

ALICE
(Pointing at IVY's shoes)
Your shoes are on the wrong feet, you know.
IVY
Right for night. Left for day
ALICE
(Becoming concerned)
How long have you been in this room?
VY

(Announcing; harshly)
Leave now if you want paid till May. (Regular voice) 1 stayed.

ALICE
Ivy, it’s November.
IVY
November?
ALICE

(X to IVY, reaching up to help her off the desk)
Oh, my, and you have no access to the outside world?

VY
The weather report.
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ALICE
Be as it may. A bit concerning. Someone must be looking for you. (Thinking out loud)
Curiouser and curiouser. Looking...Looking for Ivy. Ivy? Ivy? Oh, my! I read about you!
(Starts punching in info on her phone) It was something about... about...Missing Ivy. Yes,
that’s it. Missing Ivy! I can’t believe it! I can not believe it! Ivy, look! (Shows her the phone;
1VY takes it and stares) They searched for you. Everywhere! (Grabs phone) 1 found you!
Ivy! Ivy, you’ve been missing since May!

This is Not the End of the Play
Ending Intentionally Omitted for Security Purposes




